
 

 

 

 

Convenor of the Green Group 

 

To Chancellor of the Exchequer, Rt Hon George Osborne, MP 

 

Dear Mr Osborne, 

Re: Final Local Government Finance Settlement, 2016/17 

As elected representatives of Brighton & Hove, we are urging you to reconsider the funding cuts 

imposed on local Councils by significant reductions in central government grants.  Brighton & Hove 

faces soaring demands in children's and adults social care, homelessness, and housing support 

services, and cannot weather these cuts without the removal of key frontline services. 

Rising demand, increasing costs and reductions in central Government funding mean that we have 

to do things differently and change how we deliver services. Our chief finance officers have 

estimated that the Council will need to make savings of over £68m over the next four years.  This 

comes on top of £77m of council savings which have been delivered over the last four years.  

Following an intensive value for money programme, there are very few inefficiencies left, and cuts 

will now result in frontline services no longer being provided. 

In Brighton & Hove, we face significant challenges in delivering local services.  We face massive 

increases in demand from Adults Services, as the department has seen deprivation of liberty 

safeguards cases rise from 30 per year, to 50 per week.  Children's Services are under strain as we 

see an extraordinarily high rate of child protection plans in the City, due to comparatively high rates 

of substance misuse, domestic violence and mental health problems among our residents.  We face 

an out-of-control housing crisis which is leading to average annual rental increases of 10%, causing 

dramatic increases in poverty and pressure on homelessness services.   

We note the measures in the latest spending review, notably the potential for councils to introduce 

a social care precept, which will alleviate some pressure facing services, and this is likely to be 

adopted by Brighton and Hove City Council.  However, it does not go far enough, and also represents 

an unwelcome shift in funding for social care from central government to local council tax bills. 

Given the significant reduction in money available for council tax reduction schemes, the social care 

precept will lead to an increasing number of low income families footing the bill for a social care 

system which is simply unsustainable at current funding levels. 

We also note the transitional funding which was announced in the local government finance 

settlement to support local authorities in managing the substantial reduction in revenue grant.  The 

distribution of the transitional funding is highly unequal and disproportionate, with just £39,000 

granted to the City of Brighton and Hove, compared to £11.9m for Surrey County Council.  This is 

wholly inadequate to meet the service pressures on the City. 

The cuts to frontline services expected in Brighton and Hove over the next four years are as follows: 



 

 

 

 

 £22m cut to Adult Social Care, which will lead to a deterioration in care outcomes, greater 

social isolation, and less preventative work 

 £8.7m cut to Child Safeguarding and Care 

 £2.4m cut to Special Educational Needs and Disability Services 

 £1.3m cut to homelessness prevention 

 £1.3m cut to support for residents with substance misuse problems, which will see more 

problems go untreated and increase homelessness 

 £850,000 cut to libraries which will see the closure of three libraries in the City 

 £846,000 cuts to children's centres, reducing preventative intervention with families 

 £540,000 cut to the council tax reduction scheme which will lead to a 33% rise in council tax 

for the poorest households 

 £498,000 cut to sexual health and HIV services which will see an increase in sexually 

transmitted infections 

 £449,000 cut to the city’s youth service  

 £388,000 cut to community safety which will mean fewer hate incidents being responded to 

 £255,000 cut to animal welfare and pest control activity 

 £250,000 cut to public toilets which will see the closure of up to five toilets in the City 

 £131,000 cut to the play service for children from disadvantaged backgrounds 

 £102,000 cut to Park Rangers which will reduce the quality of open spaces 

 £40,000 cut to road safety education which will see increases in injuries and fatalities 
 

Many of these cuts, such as cuts to children's centres and youth services, are expected to drive up 

longer term costs as families and young people are unable to access support to keep them on the 

right track.  Struggling young parents are more likely to face mental health problems and require 

healthcare interventions, while their children are more likely to be subject to costly child protection 

plans.  Young people unable to access support are more likely to experience mental health problems 

and substance misuse issues, and more likely to commit crime.  These cuts will damage social 

cohesion and create significant future service pressures. 

Brighton & Hove requests that you conduct a comprehensive review of local government finance 

arrangements which doesn't simply seek a revenue-neutral agreement, but takes into account the 

rising cost of delivering local services.  We also request that you revisit the transitional funding 

identified in the local government finance settlement, with a view to providing sufficient resources 

to Brighton and Hove to meet increasing service pressures. 

Yours sincerely 

                          

Councillor Phélim Mac Cafferty     Davy Jones         Caroline Lucas, MP 
Convener of the Green Group     Co-Chair, Brighton and       Brighton Pavilion 
Brighton and Hove City Council     Hove Green Party 


